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The  Life  of  St.  John^  the  Apostle  and  Evangelistf 

COMMONLY  CALLED  THE  DIVINE. 

THIS  beloved  disciple  of  our  Lord  was  a  native  of  Galilee^  the  son  of 
Zebedee  and  Salome,  one  of  those  devout  women  that  constantly  attended 
on  our  Lord  in  his  ministry,  and  brother  of  James  the  Great,  Before  his 
becoming  a  disciple  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  he  was,  in  all  probability,  a  follower 
of  John  the  Baptist,  and  is  thought  to  be  that  other  disciple,  who,  in  the  first 
chapter  of  his  gospel,  is  said  to  have  been  present  with  Andrew  when  John 
declared  Jesus  to  be  the  Lamb  of  Godj  and  thereupon  to  have  followed  him 
to  the  place  of  his  residence. 

Though  St.  John  was  by  much  the  youngest  of  the  apostles,  he  was  never¬ 
theless  admitted  into  as  great  a  share  of  his  Master’s  confidence  as  any  of 
them.  He  was  one  of  those  to  whom  he  communicated  the  most  private 
transactions  of  his  life  ;  one  of  those  whom  he  took  with  him  when  he  raised 
the  daughter  of  Jarius  from  the  dead ;  one  of  those  to  whom  he  exhibited  a 
specimen  of  his  divinity,  in  his  transfiguration  on  the  mount ;  one  of  those 
who  were  present  at  his  conference  with  Moses  and  Elias,  and  heard  that 
voice  which  declared  him  the  beloved  Son  of  God ;  and  one  of  those  who 
were  companions  in  his  solitude,  most  retired  devotions,  and  bitter  agonies 
in  the  garden.  Thus  of  the  three  who  were  made  the  witnesses  of  their 
Master’s  actions,  which  it  was  convenient  to  conceal,  St.  John  constantly  en¬ 
joyed  the  privilege  of  being  one :  nay,  even  of  these  three  he  seems  to  have 
had,  in  some  respects,  the  preference ;  witness  his  lying  on  his  Master’s  bo¬ 
som  at  the  paschal  supper :  and  even  when  Peter  was  desirous  of  knowing 
who  was  the  person  that  should  betray  their  Master,  and  durst  not  himself 
ask  the  question,  he  made  use  of  St.  John,  to  propose  it  to  their  Lord,  as 
the  person  most  likely  to  succeed  in  obtaining  an  answer. 

Our  apostle  endeavoured,  in  some  measure,  to  answer  these  instances  of 
particular  kindness  and  constancy  ;  for  though  he  at  first  deserted  his  master 
on  his  apprehension,  yet  he  soon  recovered  himself,  and  came  back  to  seek 
his  Saviour,  confidently  entered  the  high  priest’s  hall,  followed  our  Lord 
through  the  several  particulars  of  his  trial,  and  at  last  waited  on  him  at  his 
execution,  owning  him,  as  well  as  being  owned  by  him,  in  the  midst  of  arm¬ 
ed  soldiers,  and  in  the  thickest  crowds  of  his  most  inveterate  enemies.  Here 
it  was  that  our  great  Redeemer  committed  to  his  care  his  sorrowful  and  dis¬ 
consolate  mother,  with  his  dying  breath.  And  certainly  the  holy  Jesus  could 
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not  have  given  a  more  honourable  testimony  of  his  particular  respect  and 
kindness  to  St.  John,  than  by  leaving  his  own  mother  to  his  trust  and  care, 
and  substituting  him  to  supply  that  duty  he  himself  paid  her,  while  he  resi¬ 
ded  in  this  vale  of  sorrow  amongst  men. 

St.  John  no  sooner  heard  of  our  Lord^s  being  risen  from  the  chambers  of 
the  dust,  than  he,  in  company  with  Peter,  hastened  to  the  sepulchre.  There 
seems  indeed  to  have  been  a  peculiar  intimacy  between  these  two  disciples ; 
it  was  Peter  that  St.  John  introduced  into  the  palace  of  the  high  priest :  it 
was  Peter  to  whom  he  gave  notice  of  Christas  appearing  when  he  came  to 
them  at  the  sea  of  Tiberias,  in  the  habit  of  a  stranger ;  and  it  was  for  St. 
John  that  Peter  was  so  solicitously  inquisitive  to  know  what  was  determined 
concerning  him,  when  our  Saviour  expressed  himself  somewhat  ambiguously 
respecting  that  disciple. 

After  the  ascension  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  when  the  apostles  made  a 
division  of  the  provinces  amongst  themselves,  that  of  Asia  fell  to  the  share  of 
St.  John,  though  he  did  not  immediately  enter  upon  his  charge,  but  continued 
at  Jerusalem  till  the  death  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  which  happened  about  fif¬ 
teen  yeai’s  after  our  LoixPs  ascension :  being  released  from  the  trust  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  care  by  his  dying  Master,  he  retired  into  Asia,  and  industriously 
applied  himself  to  the  propagating  Christianity,  preaching  where  the  gospel 
had  not  yet  been  known,  and  confirming  it  where  it  was  already  planted. 
Many  churches  of  note  and  eminence  were  of  his  founding,  particularly  those 
of  Smyrna,  Pergamus,  Thyatira,  Sardis,  Philadelphia, 'Laodicea,  and  others; 
but  his  chief  place  of  residence  was  at  Ephesus,  where  St.  Paul  had  many 
years  before  founded  a  church,  and  constituted  Timothy  bishop  of  it.  Nor 
can  Ave  suppose  that  he  confined  his  ministry  entirely  to  Asia  Minor ;  it  is 
highly  reasonable  to  think  that  he  preached  in  other  parts  of  the  East,  pro¬ 
bably  to  the  Parthians,  his  first  epistle  being  anciently  directed  to  them  ;  and 
the  Jesuits  assure  us,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  of  Bassora  in  India 
affirm,  that,  according  to  a  tradition  handed  down  from  their  ancestors,  St. 
John  planted  the  Christian  faith  in  their  country,  where  the  Christians  are 
called  by  his  name. 

Having  spent  several  years  at  Ephesus,  he  was  accused  to  Domitian,  who 
had  begun  a  persecution  against  the  Christians,  as  an  eminent  asserter  of 
Atheism  and  impiety,  and  a  public  subverter  of  the  religion  of  the  empire  ; 
so  that  by  his  command,  the  proconsul  sent  him  bound  to  Rome,  where  he 
met  with  the  treatment  that  might  have  been  expected  from  so  barbarous  a 
prince,  being  thiwvn  into  a  caldron  of  boiling  oil :  but  the  Almighty,  who  re¬ 
served  him  for  further  services  in  the  vineyard  of  liis  Son,  restrained  the  heat, 
as  he  did  in  the  fiery  furnace  of  old,  and  delivered  him  from  this  seemingly 
unavoidable  destruction.  And  surely  one  would  have  thought  that  so  mira¬ 
culous  a  deliverance  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  persuaded  any  ra¬ 
tional  man  that  the  religion  he  taught  w  as  from  God,  and  that  he  was  pro- 
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tected  from  danger  by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence ;  but  miracles  themselves 
were  not  sufficient  to  convince  this  cruel  emperor,  or  abate  his  fury :  he  or* 
dered  St*  John  to  be  transported  to  a  disconsolate  island  in  the  Archipelago, 
called  Patmos,  where  he  continued  several  years  instructing  the  poor  inha¬ 
bitants  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Christian  faith  ;  and  here,  about  the  end  of 
Domitian^s  reign,  he  wrote  his  book  of  revelation,  exhibiting,  by  visions  and 
prophetical  representations,  the  state  and  condition  of  Christianity,  in  the 
future  periods  and  ages  of  the  church,  till  the  final  consummation  of  all 
things. 

After  the  death  of  Domitian,  and  on  the  succession  of  Nerva,  who  re¬ 
pealed  all  the  odious  acts  of  his  predecessor,  and  by  public  edicts  recalled 
those  whom  the  fury  of  Domitian  had  banished,  St.  John  returned  to  Asia, 
and  fixed  his  seat  again  at  Ephesus ;  the  rather,  because  the  people  of  that 
city  had  lately  martyred  Timothy  their  bishop.  Here,  with  the  assistance  of 
seven  other  bishops,  he  took  upon  himself  the  government  of  the  large  dio-  ' 
cese  of  Asia  Minor,  erected  oratories,  and  disposed  of  the  clergy  in  the  best 
manner  that  the  circumstances  of  those  times  would  permit,  spending  his  ' 
time  in  an  indefatigable  execution  of  his  charge,  travelling  from  East  to 
West,  to  instruct  the  world  in  the  principles  of  the  holy  religion  he  was 
sent  to  propagate.  In  this  manner  St.  John  continued  to  labour  in  the  vine¬ 
yard  of  his  great  Master,  till  death  put  a  period  to  all  his  toils  and  sufferings; 
which  happened  in  the  beginning  of  Trajan’s  reign,  in  the  ninety-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  and  he  was  buried  near  Ephesus,  according  to  Eusebius. 

This  great  evangelist  and  apostle  seems  always  to  have  led  a  single  life : 
though  some  of  the  ancients  tell  us  he  was  a  married  man.  With  regard  to 
his  natural  temper,  he  seems  to  have  been  of  an  eager  and  resolute  disposi¬ 
tion,  easily  inflamed,  but  which  age  had  reduced  to  a  calmer  temper.  He 
was  polished  by  no  study  or  arts  of  learning ;  but  what  was  wanting  from  hu¬ 
man  art  was  abundantly  supplied  by  the  excellent  constitution  of  his  mind, 
and  that  fulness  of  divine  grace  with  which  he  was  adorned :  his  humility  was 
admirable,  studiously  concealing  his  own  honour ;  for  in  his  epistles,  he  never 
styles  himself  either  apostle  or  evangelist ;  the  title  of  presbyter  or  elder,  is 
all  he  assumes,  and  probably  in  regard  to  his  age  as  much  as  his  office.  In 
his  gospel,  when  he  speaks  of  the  disci/ile  whom  Jesus  loved^  he  constantly 
conceals  his  own  name,  leaving  the  reader  to  discover  whom  he  meant :  love 
and  charity  he  practised  himself,  and  affectionately  pressed  them  upon  others ; 
the  great  love  of  his  Saviour  towards  him,  seems  to  have  inspired  his  soul 
with  a  larger  and  more  generous  charity  than  the  rest.  This  is  the  great 
vein  that  runs  through  all  his  w  ritings,  especially  his  epistles,  where  he  urges 
it  as  the  great  and  peculiar  law  of  Christianity,  and  without  which'all  other 
pretences  to  the  religion  of  the  holy  Jesus  are  vain  and  frivolous,  useless  and 
insignificant :  and  this  was  his  constant  practice  to  the  very  hour  of  his  disso¬ 
lution;  for  when  age  and  the  decays  of  nature  had  rendered  him  so  weak 
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that  he  was  unable  to  preach  to  the  people  any  longer,  he  was  constantly 
led,  at  every  public  meeting,  to  the  church  at  Ephesus,  and  always  repeated 
to  them  the  same  precept,  Little  children^  love  one  another :  and  when  his 
hearers,  wearied  with  the  constant  repetition  of  the  same  thing,  asked  him 
why  he  never  varied  his  discourse,  he  answered,  Because  to  love  one  ano¬ 
ther  was  the  command  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  and  if  they  did  nothing  more, 
this  alone  was  sufficient  to  denote  whose  they  were,  and  whom  they  served.** 
The  largest  measures  of  his  charity  were,  however,  displayed  in  the  re¬ 
markable  care  he  took  to  promote  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  men ;  travel¬ 
ling  from  East  to  West  in  propagating  the  principles  of  that  religion  he  was 
sent  to  teach,  patiently  enduring  every  torment,  surmounting  every  difficul¬ 
ty,  and  removing  every  obstacle,  to  save  the  souls  of  the  human  race,  free 
their  minds  from  error  and  idolatry,  and  turn  them  from  the  paths  of  vice 
and  debauchery.  Amongst  many  other  instances  of  this  kind,  Eusebius  re¬ 
lates  the  following. 

St.  John,  during  one  of  his  visitations  of  the  church  at  Ephesus,  was 
greatly  pleased  with  the  appearance  and  behaviour  of  a  young  man,  whom 
he  called  to  him,  and,  with  a  special  charge,  recommended  to  the  bishop, 
who  undertook  the  trust,  and  promised  to  discharge  it  with  the  greatest 
fidelity :  accordingly,  the  bishop  took  him  home  with  him  to  his  house,  care¬ 
fully  instructed  him  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  at  last 
baptised  and  confirmed  him.  After  he  had  proceeded  thus  far,  he  thought 
he  might  a  little  relax  the  reins  of  discipline  ;  but  the  youth  made  a  bad  use 
of  his  liberty,  and  being  debauched  by  evil  company,  became  the  captain  of 
a  gang  of  robbers,  and  committed  the  most  horrid  outrages  in  the  adjacent 
countries.  St.  John  being  informed  of  this  at  his  return,  sharply  reproved 
the  bishop,  and  determined  to  find  the  young  man  out ;  never  considering 
the  dangers  that  would  inevitably  attend  him,  by  venturing  himself  amongst 
persons  of  desperate  fortunes :  accordingly,  he  repaired  to  the  mountains 
where  they  usually  abode,  and  being  taken  by  one  of  the  robbers  placed  as  a 
watch,  he  desired  to  be  carried  to  their  captain,  who,  on  seeing  St.  John 
coming  towards  him,  immediately  fled.  The  apostle,  forgetting  hh  age, 
hastened  after  him  ;  but  being  unable  to  overtake  him,  he  passionately  cried 
out,  ‘‘  Child,  why  dost  thou  run  from  thy  father,  an  old  and  defenceless  man  ? 
Spare  me  this  pains  of  following  thee,  and  let  not  terror  and  despair  seize 
upon  thee.  Thy  salvation  is  not  irrecoverable.  Stay,  and  be  convinced  that 
Christ  himself  hath  sent  me.*’  At  these  words,  the  young  man  stopped, 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  earth,  trembled  in  every  part,  and  burst  into  a  flood 
of  tears.  And  when  the  aged  apostle  approached,  he  embraced  him,  and 
implored  forgiveness  with  such  weeping  and  lamentations,  that  he  seemed 
to  be  re^baptised,  and  to  wash  away  his  sins  with  his  own  tears.  The  apos¬ 
tle  received  him  with  the  greatest  kindness,  assured  him  that  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  pardon  for  his  sins,  at  the  bands  of  his  great  Redeemer,  and  re- 
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turned  him  a  true  penitent  and  convert  to  the  church  of  which  he  was  a 
member.” 

Our  apostle’s  care  for  the  souls  of  men,  is  further  evidenced  by  the 
writings  he  left  to  posterity.  The  first  of  which  in  time,  though  placed 
last  in  the  sacred  canon,  is  his  Apocalypse,  or  book  of  Revelation,  which  he 
wrote  during  his  banishment  at  Patmos.  After  the  preface  and  admonition 
given  to  the  bishops  of  the  seven  churches  in  Asia,  it  contains  a  prophetic 
view  of  the  persecutions  the  faithful  were  to  suffer  from  the  Jews,  heretics, 
and  tyrannical  princes,  together  with  the  peaceable  and  flourishing  state  of 
the  church,  till  disturbed  by  other  enemies ;  and  the  happiness  of  the  church 
triumphant  in  heaven.  And  hence,  St.  John  is,  in  the  strictest  sense,  a  pro¬ 
phet,  and  has  thereby  one  material  addition  to  his  titles,  being  not  only  an 
apostle  and  evangelist,  but  also  a  prophet :  an  honour  peculiar  to  himself. 
St.  Peter  was  an  apostle,  but  no  evangelist :  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  were 
evangelists,  but  no  apostles :  St.  Matthew  was  an  apostle  and  evangelist, 
but  no  prophet :  but  St.  John  was  an  apostle,  an  evangelist,  and  a  prophet 
likewise. 

His  three  epistles  take  place,  in  order  of  time,  next  to  the  Apocalypse  ; 
the  first  of  which  is  catholic,  being  calculated  for  all  times  and  places,  and 
containing  the  most  excellent  rules  for  the  conduct  of  a  Christian  life,  press¬ 
ing  to  holiness  and  pureness  of  manners,  and  not  to  be  satisfied  with  a  naked 
and  empty  profession  of  religion ;  not  to  be  led  away  with  the  crafty  insinu¬ 
ations  of  seducers ;  and  cautioning  men  against  the  poisonous  principles  and 
practices  of  the  Gnostics.  The  apostle  here,  according  to  his  usual  modesty, 
conceals  his  name,  it  being  of  more  consequence  to  a  wise  man  what  is  said, 
than  he  who  says  it.  It  appears  from  St.  Augustine,  that  this  epistle  was 
anciently  inscribed  to  the  Parthians,  because,  in  all  probability,  St.  John 
preached  the  gospel  in  Paithia.  The  other  two  epistles  are  but  short,  and 
directed  to  particular  persons ;  the  one  a  lady  of  great  quality,  the  other  to 
the  charitable  and  hospitable  Gaius,  the  kindest  friend,  and  most  courteous 
entertainer  of  all  indigent  Christians,  in  those  primitive  times. 

We  are  told  by  Eusebius  and  St.  Jerom,  that  St.  John,  having  perused 
the  other  three  gospels,  approved  and  confirmed  them  by  his  authority  ;  but 
observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  these  evangelists  had  omitted  several  of 
our  blessed  Saviour’s  transactions,  particularly  those  which  were  performed 
before  the  Baptist’s  imprisonment,  he  wrote  his  gospel  to  supply  what  was 
wanting  in  them ;  and  because  several  heretics  were  at  that  time  sprung  up 
in  the  church,  who  denied  the,  divinity  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  he  took  care 
to  guard  against  these  heresies,  by  proving  that  our  great  Redeemer  was 
God  from  everlasting.  He  largely  records  our  Saviour’s  discourses,  but 
takes  little  notice  of  his  miracles,  probably  because  the  other  evangelists  had 
so  fully  and  particularly  written  concerning  them. 


0  Miscellaneous  and  Religious  Intelligence. 

Previous  to  his  undertaking  the  task  of  writing  his  gospel,  he  caused  a 
general  fast  to  be  kept  by  all  the  Asian  churches,  to  implore  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  on  so  great  and  momentous  an  undertaking.  When  this  was  done, 
he  set  about  the  work,  and  completed  it  in  so  excellent  and  sublime  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  ancients  generally  compared  him  to  an  eagle’s  soaring  aloft 
amongst  the  clouds,  whither  the  weak  eye  of  man  was  not  able  to  follow 
him.  Among  all  the  evangelical  writers,”  says  St.  Basil,  “  none  are  like 
St.  John,  the  son  of  thunder,  for  the  sublimity  of  his  speech,  and  the  height 
of  his  discourses,  \vhich  are  beyond  any  man’s  capacity,  fully  to  reach  and 
comprehend.”  St.  John,  as  a  true  son  of  thunder,”  says  Epiphanies,  by 
a  lofty  speech  peculiar  to  himself,  acquaints  us,  as  it  were  out  of  the  clouds 
and  dark  recesses  of  wisdom,  with  the  divine  doctrine  of  the  Son  of  God,  the 
glorious  Saviour  of  mankind.” 

Thus  have  we  given  the  character  of  the  writings  of  this  great  apostle  and 
evangelist,  who,  as  we  have  hinted  before,  was  honoured  with  the  endearing 
title  of  being  the  beloved  disciple  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  was  a  writer  so 
sublime  as  to  deserve,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  character  of  St.  John  the 
Divine. 


THE  celebrated  Sir  William  Jones,  at  the  end  of  his  Bible  wrote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : — I  have  regularly  and  attentively  perused  these  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  ;  and  am  of  opinion,  that  this  volume  (independently  of  its  divine 
origin)  contains  more  true  sublimity,  more  exquisite  beauty,  more  pure 
morality,  more  important  history,  and  finer  strains  of  poetry  and  eloquence, 
than  can  be  collected  from  all  other  books,  in  whatever  age*  or  language 
they  may  have  been  written.  The  unrestrained  application  of  them  to  events 
which  took  place  long  after  the  publication,  is  a  solid  ground  for  belief  that 
they  are  genuine  productions,  and  consequently  inspired. 

Mr.  Addison,  speaking  of  the  superior  perfections  of  the  sacred  volume 
to  every  human  work,  says,  the  great  and  glorious  truths  which  it  discovers 
to  us,  are,  compared  with  those  which  we  elsewhere  acquire,  as  the  Crea¬ 
tor  contrasted  with  his  works.  Had  Cicero,”  says  he,  lived  to  see  all 
that  Christianity  has  brought  to  light,  how^ would  he,  who  so  fondly  hoped 
for  immortality,  have  lavished  out  all  the  force  of  eloquence  in  those  no¬ 
blest  of  contemplations— ‘the  Resurrection  and  the  Judgment  which  fol¬ 
lowed  it !  How  had  his  breast  glowed  with  pleasure,  when  the  whole  com¬ 
pass  of  futurity,  revealed  in  these  pages,  lay  open  to  his  view !  How  would 
lie  have  entered,  with  the  force  of  lightning,  into  the  affections  of  his  hear¬ 
ers,  upon  those  glorious  themes  which  are  contained  in  the  Bible — themes 
which,  when  enlarged  upon  by  a  skilful  Christian  orator,  make  us  break  out 
into  the  same  expressions,  as  those  of  the  two  disciples  who  met  our  Saviour 
after  he  rose  from  the  dead :  Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us,  while  he 
talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  Scriptures  ?” 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Locke,  after  demonstrating  the  truth  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  various  ways,  thus  expressed  himself  in  a  letter  to  a  friend 
just  before  he  died:  Study  the  Holy  Scriptures,  especially  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  ;  for  therein  are  contained  the  M^ords  of  eternal  life.  The  Bible  has 
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God  for  its  author,  salvation  for  its  end,  and  truth  for  its  matter,  without 
any  mixture  of  error.*’ 

Similar  testimonies  in  favour  of  the  Bible  might  be  adduced  in  the  im¬ 
mortal  Bacon,  Lord  Verulem;  in  the  great  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  wix)te 
to  prove  the  excellence  of  the  Scriptures;  in  Mr.  Boyle,  who  instituted 
means  to  elucidate  their  truth;  in  Mr.  West,  who  wrote  a  treatise  on  the 
subject  of  the  resurrection ;  in  Lord  George  l«yttleton,  whose  illustrious 
rank  received  splendour  from  his  talents,  and  who  has  done  essential  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  Christian  cause,  by  his  admirable  work  on  the  Conversion  of 
St.  Paul ;  all  these  it  will  be  observed  were  laymen,  and  therefore  cannot 
be  suspected  of  any  undue  partiality  for  the  Scriptures ;  and  to  such  dis¬ 
tinguished  names  might  be  added  those  of  a  Milton,  a  Hale,  a  Johnson, 
a  Cqwper,  a  Bryant,  a  Beattie,  a  Cumberland — laymen,  also  most  emi¬ 
nently  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  science  ;  yet  who  deemed  all  their 
learning,  all  science,  of  little  worth,  compared  with  what  they  derived  from 
the  Book  of  God. 

The  excellent  Dr.  Watts,  in  his  advice  to  a  young  man,  says  :  What¬ 
ever  your  circumstances  may  be  in  this  world,  value  the  Bible,  as  your  best 
treasure ;  and,  whatever  be  your  employment,  look  upon  religion  as  your 
best  business.  The  Bible  contains  eternal  life  in  it,  and  religion  is  the  only 
way  for  you  to  be  possessed  of  it.” 

Dr.  Leachman,  upon  his  death-bed,  thus  addressed  the  son  of  a  nobleman 
who  had  been  under  his  care :  You  see,  my  young  friend,  the  situation  in 
which  I  now  am.  I  have  not  many  days  to  live,  and  am  happy  that  you 
witness  the  tranquillity  of  my  last  moments.  But  it  is  not  tranquillity  alone  ; 
it  is  joy  and  triumph — nay,  it  is  complete  exultation.”  His  features  bright¬ 
ened,  and  his  voice  rose  in  energy  as  he  spoke.  ‘‘  And  whence,”  said  he, 
‘‘does  this  exultation  spring? — From  that  book,”  said  he,  pointing  to  the 
Bible From  that  blessed  book,  too  much  neglected  indeed,  but  which 
contains  invaluable  treasures !  treasures  of  bliss  and  rejoicing,  for  it  makes 
us  certain  that  this  mortal  shall  put  on  immortality.” 

Judge  Hale,  in  a  letter  to  his  children,  says ;  “  It  has  been  my  practice  to 
require  you  to  be  frequent  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  with  the  due  ob¬ 
servation  and  understanding,  which  will  make  you  wise  for  this  world, 
and  that  which  is  to  come.’*  And  in  a  letter  to  his  son  he  says,  “  There 
is  no  book  like  the  Bible,  for  excellent  learning,  wisdom,  and  use :  it  is 
want  of  understanding  in  them  who  think  or  speak  otherwise.” 

Lord  Rochester,  in  his  last  illness,  would  frequently  lay  his  hand  on  the 
Bible,  and  say,  “  There  is  true  philosophy.  There  is  the  wisdom  that  speaks 
to  the  heart.  A  bad  life  is  the  only  objection  of  this  book.” 

Sir  John  Eardly  Wilmot,  in  a  letter  to  his  eldest  son,  expresses  himself 
in  these  words :  “  Let  me  exhort  you  to  read  with  the  greatest  attention 
both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments ;  you  will  find  your  mind  extremely  be¬ 
calmed  by  so  doing,  and  every  tumultuous  passion  bridled  by  that  firm  belief 
of  a  resurrection,  which  is  so  evidently  marked  out  and  impressed  upon 
mankind,  by  Christianity.” 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  in  his  last  illness,  called  a  young  gentleman,  who  sat 
up  with  him  during  the  night,  to  his  bed-side,  and  addressed  him  in  these 
words:  “  Young  man,  attend  to  the  advice  of  one  who  has  possessed  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  fame  in  the  world,  and  who  will  shortly  appear  before  his 
Maker — Read  the  Bible  every  day  of  your  Ufe^ 
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WE  live  in  a  most  eventful  time.  Revolutions  have  succeeded  revolutions 
with  such  rapidity,  that  the  mind  has  often  been  lost  in  astonishment.  But 
amidst  these  wonderful  changes,  the  light  of  the  gospel  has  been  no  less 
wonderfully  making  its  way  with  an  imfietua  that  is  irresistible.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  among  the  most  extraordinary  news  of  the  present  age.  That 
China,  so  long  supposed  almost  impenetrable, -should  at  once  irrevocably 
throw  open  the  door  of  religious  toleration^  from  which  the  most  import 
ant  consequences  must  follow,  can  only  be  inscribed  to  the  inscrutable 
Providence  of  Almighty  God. 

The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  together 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.** 


FROM  A  LATE  LONDON  PAPER. 

Rome ^  January  18. 

The  congregation  of  foreign  missions  labours  with  the  greatest  zeal  to 
re-establish  its  relations  with  various  parts  of  the  world.  One  of  the  most 
liappy  results,  undoubtedly,  is  the  special  protection  which  its  members  have 
obtained  from  China  and  Abyssinia.  They  write  from  Pekin,  that  the  em 
pcror  having  obtained  a  report  from  the  tribunal  of  worship,  of  the  sen 
tences  passed  against  the  Jesuits,  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  the  report,  with 
his  ted,  or  indelible  pencil,  Let  the  Edict  of  the  1 1th  January  1724,  cease 
to  be  a  law  of  the  Empire.— There  is  only  one  God,  and  this  God  cannot 
be  offended  with  the  diversity  of  names  that  are  given  to  him.**  Any 
thing  written  with  the  red  pencil  can  never  be  recalled :  decrees  in  other 
colours  may  be  altered. 

According  to  this  Imperial  decision,  the  edict  of  toleration  of  the  great 
emperor  Hang-Hi  of  1672,  and  that  of  1711,  have  been  again  transcribed 
from  the  tribunal  of 'Rites,  and  transmitted  sealed  with  the  great  seal, 
covered  with  yellow  satin,  to  Don  Gaspard  della  Cruce,  a  Portuguese.  It 
is  remarkable  that  it  was  a  Dominican  of  this  name  and  of  the  same  nation 
who,  in  1536,  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  Christian  religion  into  China. 

Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to  the  court  of  Rome,  than  to  see  the 
Christian  religion  introduced  into  so  extensive  an  empire  as  that  of  Chi 
na,  at  a  period  in  particular  when  most  of  the  princes  of  Europe,  by  pro 
claiming  the  toleration  of  religion  in  countries  essentially  catholic,  seem  to 
slacken  the  ties  which  united  them  to  the  Holy  See. 

His  Holiness  received  with  the  most  lively  joy  this  pleasing  intelligence 
Father  della  Cruce  had  the  honour  to  be  presented  to  his  eminence  the  Cardi 
nal  Secretary  of  State,  along  with  the  four  novice  Chinese  Jesuits,  who  were 
conducted  to  the  audience  chamber  by  M.  Concellieu,  Director  of  the  Pro 
paganda. 

We  arc  assured  that  the  edicts  of  the  Chinese  emperor  reached  our  court 
through  the  Portuguese  ambassador* 

Twelve  Jesuits  will  be  sent  to  China  in  the  spring.  His  holiness  has  ad¬ 
dressed  a  brief  felicitation  to  the  emperor  of  China  to  thank  him.  We  are 
even  assured  that  a  bull  will  be  issued  to  regulate  the  discipline  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  church. 
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Sunday  Schools . 

Proceedings  at  the Jirst  quarterly  meeting  of  the  ^'^ew^York  Sunday  School 

Union  Society,  * 

XHE  officers  and  committee  of  the  New-York  Sunday  School  Union  Society, 
held  their  first  quarterly  meeting  with  the  Superintendents  and  Teachers 
of  the  schools,  at  the  Methodist  Church  in  John«strect,  on  Monday  the 
6th  of  May,  1816.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Scolfield;  after  which,  Richaud  Vahick,  Esq.  President  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  addressed  the  Superintendents  and  Teachers  as  follows : 

Gentlemen, 

The  Superintendents  and  Teachers  of  the 

JYew-York  Sunday  School  Union  Society^ 

“  Pehmit  me  at  this,  the  first  stated  meeting  of  the  society,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  oflicers  and  com¬ 
mittee,  to  congratulate  you  on  tne  establishment,  in  this  city,  of  an  institu¬ 
tion  so  interesting  to  the  heart  of  benevolence,  and  so  highly  favourable  to 
the  cause  of  religion  and  good  morals. 

‘‘  It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  taken  the  pains  to  examine  the  sub¬ 
ject,  that  for  many  years  past  the  Sunday  school  system  has  been  gradually 
dispelling  the  darkness  and  chasing  away  the  mists  of  ingorance  and  irreli- 
gion  which  had  covered  the  minds  of  a  great  portion  of  the  youthful  poor 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and  that  it  has  engaged  the  hearts  of 
many,  very  many  of  them,  with  gladness  to  receive,  not  only  the,^r«^  ru¬ 
diments  of  education,  but  therewith  the  first  impressions  of  the  blessed 
truths  of  the  benign  religion  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  ;  and  that  many  of  those 
M  ho  have  been  frst  taught  at  Sunday  schools,  have  become  well  informed 
and  valuable  members  of  society,  tiie  indefatigable  instructors  of  others,  and 
distinguished  professors  of  the  religion  of  our  once  crucified  but  now  exalt¬ 
ed  Lord  and  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ ;  our  hope  in  this  world,  and  our  all 
in  all  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

“  But  not  until  very  lately  have  the  benefits  of  the  Sunday  school  system 
been  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries,  where  it  is  now  trans¬ 
planted,  and  promises  to  grow'  and  increase  with  never  ending  advantages  to 
the  young  and  benighted  inhabitants. 

‘‘  These  facts,  with  their  causes,  arc  to  us  inscrutable,  although  our  ears 
are  agreeably  saluted  with  the  blessed  tidings,  and  history  moreover  assures 
us  of  the  happy  effects  resulting  trom  the  system,  wherever  it  has  been 
adopted. 

‘‘  When  we  consider  the  objects  of  its  provision,  and  reflect  on  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  system  originated  in  this  city,  and  the  zeal  with  which  it  has 
been  organized  and  fostered,  we  arc  naturally  induced  to  believe,  w  ith  lively 
gratitude,  that  the  formation  of  the  society  was  dictated  by  that  invisil)le 
power,  which  doth  all  things  well,  and  for  our  greatest  good  ;  and  we  have 
cause  to  welcome  the  establishment  thereof,  as  one  of  the  auspicious  omens, 
not  only  of  the  Divine  forbearance,  but  of  the  favour  of  the  Almighty  to¬ 
wards  the  guilty  inhabitants  of  our  city  and  country,  and  the  harbinger  of  great 
good  to  those  youth  of  the  rising  generation,  who  have  no  friend  to  guide 
them  in  the  path  of  wisdom. 

‘‘  In  the  sacred  volume  we  are  informed,  that  there  is  a  season  for  all 
things ;  and  that  Almighty  Being  in  whom  all  wisdom  and  benevolence 
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unite,  best  knows  how  and  when  to  excite  the  holy  flame,  and  in  due  time 
to  fan  the  living  fire  ;  and  we  fondly  hope  and  trust  that  tlie  sacred  influence 
has  extended  to  us,  and  that  we  are  by  him  made  the  willing  instruments 
‘‘  to  aid  in  instructing  the  ignorant,  in  turning  many  of  the  vicious  from  the 
paths  of  error,  and  in  pointing  out  to  them  that  way  in  w  hich  lies  their  fu¬ 
ture  peace  and  welfare/’  And  in  so  well  doing,  the  rising  generation  will 
have  cause  of  eternal  gratitude  to  that  God  who  hath  put  it  into  our  heaits 
to  devote  a  small  portion  of  our  time,  our  labours,  and  our  substance,  to 
rescue  them  from  the  paths  of  ignorance  and  vice,'  the  highw^ays  to  intermi¬ 
nable  destruction. 

^  We  have,  moreover,  great  cause  for  mutual  congratulation  on  the  in¬ 
terest  and  good  will  wliich  have  been  manifested  by  many  of  our  fellow-ci¬ 
tizens,  in  support  of  the  institution  committed  to  our  charge. 

‘‘  In  the  first  instance,  the  subject  of  such  an  institution  was  spoken  of,  as 
it  were,  in  faint  whispers.  ,  It  received  immediate  countenance,  and  the  voice 
soon  become  general,  audible,  and  impressive  ;  and  measures  wxre  soon 
adopted  to  bring  the  benevolent  plan  before  the  public  eye.  Such,  indeed, 
are  the  principles  on  which  the  institution  is  founded,  so  simple  and  inviting 
are  hs  objects,  and  so  certain,  are,  in  our  judgment,  the  results,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  little  more  than  a  sound  head  and  an  honest  and  well  disposed  heart, 
to  engage  in  its  support  with  equal  warmth  and  perseverance. 

The  ladies  of  this  city  have  again,  to  their  honour,  on  this  occasion,  as 
on  others,  been  foremost  in  acts  of  benevolence  and  piety  towards  the  igno¬ 
rant,  and  destitute  of  their  own  sex.  History  and  experience  furnish  abun¬ 
dant  proofs  that  their  good  example  and  good  opinion,  have  frequently  excited 
our  sex,  not  only  to  deeds  of  valour,  but  to  many  acts,  in  their  nature  noble 
and  equally  honourable. 

In  this  instance,  although  w^e  have  been  slow  to  act,  the  same  exalted 
spirit,  like  an  electric  touch,  hath  animated  us,  and  been  diflused  throughout 
tjie  community. 

Is  proof  demanded  of  the  facts  thus  stated  ?  Wc  confidently  appeal  to 
your  own.  bosoms.  You,  gentlemen,  w  ell  know,  and  w  e  do  with  great  plea¬ 
sure  appreciate,  the  alacrity  which  was  manifested  in  your  coming  forward 
to  your  present  stations  at  the  first  call  of  tlie  ofticers  and  committee.  The 
pains  which  you  have  taken  to  collect  your  pupils  from  tlie  streets,  the  lanes, 
the  loathsome  hovels  and  cellars  of  our  city,  and  the  diligence  and  perse¬ 
verance  you  have  manifested  in  the  performance  of  vour  respective,  before 
untried,  duties,  furnish  incontrovertible  proofs,  as  honourable  to  yourselves  as 
exhilarating  and  encouraging  to  us,  and  highly  interesting  to  the  objects  of 
your  care  and  benevolence. 

It  now  becomes  our  duty  to  proceed  to  the  appropriate  business  of  the 
day,  as  expressed  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  to  w  it,  that  ‘  Of  in¬ 
quiry  and  consultation  relatrcx  to  the  interests  of  the  Union^  and  the  best 
means  of  firomoting  thcin,^ 

This  being  accomplished,  the  oflicers  and  committee  will  take  occasion 
to  make  to  you,  gentlemen,  such  further  observations  and  remarks,  as  the 
nature  of  the  business,  and  the  subject  to  be  examined  and  considered,  may 
suggest,  and,  as  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society,  may  be  expected  at  their 
hands.” 

Here  the  President  read  tlie  Constitution  and  Rules  for  the  government 
of  the  schools. 

The  business  of  the  meeting  was  conducted  in  an  animated  and  interesting 
manner.  Reports  were  read  from  the  Committees  of  fourteen  schools,  giv¬ 
ing  an  account  of  their  establishment,  and  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
marked  their  progress*  These  reports  w^ere  handsomely  drawn  up,  and  ex- 


Miscellaneous  and  Retigioua  Intelligence, 

\ 


Miscellaneous  and  Religious  Intelligence. 


11 


hibited  many  interesting  details  and  encouraging  facts.  It  appeared  that  the 
above  schools  were  conducted  by  thirty-six  superintendents,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty -four  teachers ;  and  that  there  had  been  admitted  into  them 
1800  learners;  of  whom  nearly  200  were  adults,  and  between  400  and  500 
people  of  colour.  In  general,  the  scholars  had  been  punctual  in  their  at¬ 
tendance  at  school,  and  at  places  of  public  worshij),  had  been  diligent  in  their 
studies,  cleanly  in  their  appearance,  orderly  and  decorous  in  their  conduct, 
and  thankful  for  the  exertions  and  kindness  of  their  instructors.  The  re¬ 
ports  furnished  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  tlie  utility  of  Sunday  schools, 
of  the  salutary  effects  already  produced  by  those  connected  with  this  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  of  the  promptitude  and  zeal  of  the  superintendents  and  teachers 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

From  ten  other  schools,  comprising,  it  is  believed,  1000  learners,  owing 
perhaps  to  their  recent  formation,  no  reports  were  made ;  they  are,  how¬ 
ever,  known  to  he  in  a  prosperous  state. 


The  follo’iving  are  extracts  from  the  Re/iorts  received. 

The  committee  of  a  school  comprising  156  scholars,  say:  The  pro¬ 

gress  of  tiie  learners,  in  many  instances,  has  been  such  as  was  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  the  teachers.  As  to  the  effects  of  the  school  on  the  children 
and  their  parents,  in  a  moral  or  religious  point  of  view,  w  e  have  to  observe, 
that  in  our  first  visits  to  those  places  w  here  the  poorer  classes  reside,  wc 
frequently  found  the  parents,  and  sometimes  even  the  children,  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,  disputing  with  each  other,  and  using  the  most  profane  lan¬ 
guage  ;  but  in  our  subsequent  visits,  wc  are  happy  to  say,  instead  of  wit¬ 
nessing  such  horrid  scenes  of  destroying  vice,  we  found  an  obvious  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  conversation  and  habits  of  some,  w  ho  were  teaching  the  children 
their  lessons,  and  who  appcai’ed  to  take  some  interest  in  tins  good  work. 
Some,  indeed,  have  requested  Bibles  for  the  illumination  of  their  own  minds, 
and  for  the  instruction  of  their  ciiildren,  w  hich  requests  have  been  complied 
with.” 

The  committee  of  another  school  say,  We  find  much  encouragement 
in  the  general  good  conduct  and  progress  of  the  scholars  under  our  care, 
arid  the  great  desire  manifested  by  them  to  receive  instruction.  The  im¬ 
provement  in  the  manners  and  personal  appearance  of  the  school,  is  worthy 
of  notice,  as  w  ell  as  their  cheerfulness  in  attending  public  worship  at  the 
house  of  God,  and  good  deportment  w  hile  there.” 

Another  committee  state,  I'hat  the  adults  in  their  school  arc  particularly 
attentive  p  their  studies,  and  evince  a  very  great  desire  to  obtain  informa¬ 
tion  ;  but  from  their  minds  having  been  so  long  uncultivated,  their  progress 
in  general  is  slow.  The  children  have,  in  many  instances,  far  surpassed  our 
ex]>ectations  :  many  of  those  in  the  higher  classes  have  already  committed 
to  memory  nearly  the  w  hole  of  “  Brown’s  catechism,”  besides  a  number  of 
hymns  ;  and  from  present  appearances,  .we  have  no  doubt  but  the  most  bt- 
i»cficial  consequences  w  ill  result  from  their  attendance  at  the  school.” 

The  committee  of  another  school  observe,  That  they  have  witnessed, 
with  much  satisfactioig  an  anxiety  for  improvement  in  a  number  of  the  scho¬ 
lars,  of  w  hom  many,  w'hen  admitted,  could  not  repeat  the  alphabet,  who 
are  now  candidates  for  admission  to  the  higher  classes.  Among  the  adult 
Africans,  a  disposition  for  receiving  instruction,  and  an  eagerness  of  appli¬ 
cation,  have  been  particularly  observable.” 

Another  committee,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  classes  into  which  their 
^ichool  w  as  divided,  observe,  “  That  among  the  children  are  several  wlio 
have  improved  greatly  in  their  studies,  as  well  as  in  their  manners,  and  who 
we  hope  may  yet  become  men  devoted  to  God,  and  useful  m  the  world. 
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We  judge  that  many  happy  consequences  will  result  to  the  parents,  from 
the  attendance  of  the  children  at  school ;  and  th^t  they  are  not  insensible  to 
the  benefits  which  may  be  expected  from  the  undertaking,  is  implied  in  the 
punctuality  of  the  children,  their  cleanliness,  and  their  disposition  to  per¬ 
severe.’’ 

The  following  is  from  another  report :  ‘‘We  have,”  say  the  committee, 

“  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  our  school  is  well  furnished  with  able  and 
skilful  teachers,  happily  united  iirthe  “  labour  of  love,”  and  punctual  in  their 
attendance,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  anxious  for 
the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  several  classes  committed  to 
their  care.  Their  unwearied  exertions  in  seconding  the  philanthropic  views 
of  the  Society,  have  thus  far  been  crowned  with  abvindant  success,  and  will, 
we  trust,  be  the  means  of  reclaiming  many  from  the  paths  of  ignorance  and 
vice.  From  the  organization  of  our  school  to  this  time,  every  Sabbath  has 
demonstrated  the  success  of  our  labours.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  children  of  this  school  progressing  rapidly  in  cleanliness,  in  de¬ 
cency  of  dress  and  behaviour,  in  habits  of  subordination,  and  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  their  minds  and  morals.  Through  the  benevolent  exertions 
of  Miss  Borland,  and  her  associates  in  the  good  work,  many  of  the  poorer 
children  have  been  decently  clad,  and  thereby  enabled  to  attend  school  and 
church,  without  exciting  feelings  of  disgust  and  commiseration. 

“  The  parents  of  the  children  belonging  to  this  school,  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  visited  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  feelings  with  regard  to 
the  objects  of  the  institution.  In  most  cases  they  have  manifested  a  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  for  the  attention  bestowed  on  their  children,  and  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  co-operate  with  us  in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  school. 

“  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  among  the  number  of  coloured  persons  re¬ 
ceived  into  this  school,  not  one  had  received  any  religious  instruction.  One 
youth,  of  19  years  of  age,  being  asked  who  was  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  was 
unable  to  give  an  answer:  nor  had  he  even  heard  of  salvation  through  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  He  appeariri  sensible  of  his  lost  condition  by  nature,  and  mani¬ 
fested  a  deep  concern  for  his  eternal  interests. 

“  We  cannot,  gentlemen,  close  our  remarks  without  recording  a  single 
instance  of  enterprise  and  meritorious  exertion  in  one  of  our  pupils.  Sa¬ 
muel  W.  Hutchinson,  a  lad  only  nine  years  old,  has  acquired  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  instructors  and  school-fellow^s  by  his  success  in  persuading  other 
hoys  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of  this  institution.  Sunday  afternoon,  April 
*2 8th,  he  returned  to  school  at  the  head  of  a  company,  consisting  of  nine 
white,  and  three  coloured  boys,  whom  he  had  recruited  during  the  hour  of 
intermission.  Since  that  time  his  zeal  has  induced  several  others  to  be¬ 
come  members  of  the  school.  For  such  conspicuous  acts  of  good  conduct, 
every  mark  of  distinction  within  our  power  has  been  conferred  on  him,  and 
we  hope  his  merit  may  be  rewarded  by  some  token  of  your  approbation.” 

The  thanks  of  the  officers  and  Committee  of  the  Society  were  unanimously 
voted  to  the  Superintendents  and  Teachers,  for  the  interesting  reports  pre¬ 
sented  by  them  to  this  meeting,  as  well  as  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  important  duties. 

After  the  ordinary  business  of  the  meeting,  the  President  again  addressed 
the  superintendents  and  teachers  : 

“  Permit  us  now,  gentlemen,  to  recommend  the  following  matters  to  your 
attention. 

“  1.  To  consider  the  imfiortance  of  the  emfiloyment  in  nvhich  you  have 
freely  and  gratuitously  engaged, 

“  Under  your  care  and  guidance  are  placed  the  most  neglected,  the  least 
informed,  and  ifftoo  many  instances,  the  most  vicious  part  of  our  youthful 
poor.  You  have  undertaken  the  laborious,  but  benevolent  taskf  of  not  only 
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teaching  them  the  knowledge  of  letters,  but  of  reclaiming  them  from  bad 
habits,  and  of  instructing  them  in  all  the  relative  duties  of  life. 

‘‘  While  you  instil  in  their  young  minds  the  duty  of  contentment  in  the 
stations  allotted  to  them  by  Providence,  you  will  of  course  embrace  the  oc¬ 
casion  to  point  out  to  them  the  self-degradation  which  attends  idleness  and 
vice  ;  and  the  certain  rewards  which  await  industry  and  a  virtuous  life. 

‘‘  You  will  endeavour  to  impress  on  their  minds  that  peace  and  happiness 
go  in  the  train  of  filial  obedience,  and  respect  to  superiors: 

That  honesty  produces  confidencc-rthat  good  and  upright  behaviour 
and  deportment  to  their  equals,  as  well  as  their  superiors,  are  the  only  sure' 
methods  of  securing  good  will  and  respect  to  themselves ;  and  finally,  that 
a  conduct  correspondent  with  these  principles  only,  can  ensure  to  them 
favour  with  God  and  man. 

2.  Let  all  your  instructions  be  grounded  on  Religion. 

On  this  subject  the  officers  and  committee  beg  leave  pointedly  to  re¬ 
commend  to  you,  gentlemen,  both  superintendents  and  teachers,  as  an  in¬ 
teresting  part  of  your  duty,  to  ground  the  children  in  the  first  principles  of 
the  doctrines  of  Christ ;  and  I  beg  leave  further  to  declare,  as  their  opinion, 
that  catechisms,  suitable  to  the  capacities  of  children,  and  judiciously  cho¬ 
sen  according  to  the  views  of  the  different  denominations,  are  among  the 
best  means  of  grounding  them  in  these  principles. 

In  vain  will  you,  gentlemen,  teach,  and  the  children  hear,  unless  reli¬ 
gion  forms  the  spring  and  source  of  all  you  say  and  inculcate. 

‘‘  It  is  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  you  must  expect  to  derive 
all  your  fiure  motives  to  action,  all  your  Jirst  obligations  to  duty. 

“  In  hearing  your  interesting  youthful  charge  read  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
you  will  find  repeated  opportunities,  and  will  embrace  all  suitable  seasons, 
of  instilling  the  word  of  life  in  their  young  and  uninformed,  but  susceptible 
minds.  And,  ‘  a  word  sfioken  in  season^  how  good  it  is.’  The  leading 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  unfolded  in  simple,  unadorned  language,  will  leave 
the  most  durable  impression. 

By  gradually  explaining  to  them,  (as  far  as  you  can  with  ease  and  con¬ 
venience,)  what  to  them  appears  difficult ;  and  by  listening  with  readiness 
jind  attention  to  their  crude  but  honest  inquiries,  you  will  steadily  lead  them 
'  o  acquire  a  relish  for,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  be  instructed  in,  that  learn- 
i  ^g  and  wisdom,  which,  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  wili  make 
them  wise  unto  salvation^ 

To  facilitate  the  attainment  of  religious  knowledge  by  your  young  pu¬ 
pils,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  a  practice  which  has  been  found 
extensively  useful  wherever  it  has  been  adopted  ;  to  wit,  that  of  asking 
questions,  on  subjects  on  which  your  pupils  have  from  time  to  time  been 
reading,  and  which  are  in  recitation  in  their  respective  classes.  Beginning 
with  the  most  simple  elements,  and  proceeding  therein  to  the  difl’erent  and 
various  gradations  of  intellect  and  improvement,  you  will  in  the  end,  Avith- 
out  very  great  difficulty  or  much  labour,  impress  upon  their  young  minds 
the  ail  important  doctrines  of  the  bible. 

In  this  manner  the  fall  of  man,  and  his  recovery  therefrom  by  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  ;  the  atonement  and  satisfaction,  which,  as  our  Redeemer,  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  made  for  the  sins  of  men  ;  the  deep  and  indispensable  ob¬ 
ligations  under  which  every  human  being  is  laid  to  devote  himself  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  and  conform  to  the  precepts  of  our  divine  Lord  and  Master. 

‘‘  With  all  the  various  facts  and  doctrines  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  recorded 
for  our  example  or  instruction,  the  sweet  accents  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  to 
encourage  the  returning^  and  the  loud  thunders  of  the  law  to  deter  the 
hardened  sinner,  all  the  commands  to  obedience,  and  threatenings  to  the  re¬ 
bellious,  wiiich  abound  throughout  the  Word  of  God,  may  be  read  before 
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your  pupils,  and  conveyed  in  terms  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  all,  in  lan¬ 
guage  at  once  simple,  but  interesting  to  the  juvenile  mind.  In  this  manner 
you,  gentlemen,  may  convey  the  very  vital  streams  of  pure  Christianity 
through  an  important  part  of  the  community,  and  thus  you  will  have  the 
honour,  as  well  as  imperisliable  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  of  raising  up 
healthful  members  for  our  commonwealth,  and  well  instructed  professors 
of  the  pure,  and  undetiled,  and  unsophisticated  religion  of  our  blessed  Lord 
and  Hedeciuer,  who  will  hail  you  as  happy  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  turning  them  from,  the  paths  of  error  and  vice  to  those  of 
never  ending  peace  and  bliss. 

‘‘  This  living  stream  never  can,  never  will  become  stagnant  or  polluted. 
The  religious  principles  which  you  thus  instil  in  the  heart  of  the  son,  will 
almost  unavoidably  produce  the  wished-for  reflection  in  the  parent.  They 
will  bring  to  his  mind,  with  poignant  regret  and  concern,  the  sacred  paren¬ 
tal  obligations  which  he  has  wantonly  or  stupidly  slighted,  and  the  imperi¬ 
ous  duties  which  in  his  past  life  he  has  wholly  neglected,  or  too  carelessly 
performed  :  and  will  admonish  him  in  language  which  parental  feeling  can 
rarely  resist  or  forget,  ‘  that  the  ways  of  rkligion  are  ways  of  Jilcasant- 
ncssy  and  that  all  her  fiaths  lead  to  fieaceJ* 

What  will  then  be  the  result  ?  Ought  we  not  to  hope  and  expect  that 
to  such  a  parent  the  way  of  the  sinner  will  become  unknown — the  seat  of 
the  scornful  forsaken — the  counsel  of  the  ungodly  unheeded  ?  In  their  stead, 
he  will  endeavour  to  redeem  his  misspent  time  ;  and  when  the  love  of  God  is 
shed  abroad  in  his  heart,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  there  will 
arise  to  liini  that  joy  which  is  unspeakable. 

3.  J^et  all  your  instructions  be  conveyed  in  the  accents  of  kindness  and 
affection. 

One  of  the  prominent  causes  to  which  is  to  be  ascribed  the  great  suc¬ 
cess  which  has  attended  Sunday  Schools,  is  the  cultivation  of  this  manner  of 
teaching.  It  is  a  fact  which  children  soon  learn,  that  they  are  not  placed 
under  the  charge,  of  hired  teachers. 

The  distinction  between  him  who  sacrifices  those  sacred  pleasures  of 
the  sanctuary  which  every  returning  Sabbath  presents,  to  devote  his  time 
and  talents  to  the  gratuitous  instruction  of  the  ignorant  and  friendless  poor, 
and  him  who  instructs  for  his  daily  hire^  even  with  the  most  perfect  in¬ 
tegrity,  is  easily  perceived  and  appreciated.  The  motives  of  the  first  are 
r,ot^  nay,  cannot  be  suspected.  They  speak  in  intelligible  language  to  the 
meanest  capacity  ;  and  when,  added  to  this,  the  children  observe  gentle  re¬ 
proof  sul^stituted  for  the  hateful  and  discarded  ferrule  or  rod;  the  angry 
voice  giving  place  to  the  language  of  kindness  and  afl'ection  ;  the  anxiety  ot 
the  preceptor  to  produce  a  great  and  brilliant  scholar^  changed  for  an  in- 
teresiing  solicitude  to  form  a  good  nian^  you  will  find  the  pupils  under  youf 
charge  obey  you  with  cheerfuiiu  ss,  because  they  love  you  and  cherish  your 
fdvoiirable  opinion ;  and  they  will  discharge  their  respective  duties  .witn 
ulacrily,  because  these  will  be  to  them  the  sources  ot  the  highest  grati¬ 
fication. 

4.  iStudij  well  (^asfar  as  time  and  circumstances  will liermit)  the  tenifiers 
and  disiiositions  nf  the  children. 

‘‘  The  want  ol*  due  attention  to  this  particular,  or  the  total  neglect  there¬ 
of,  has  often  produced  most  unpleasant  consequences.  It  has  sometimes 
created  incalculable  trouble  to  the  superintendent,  and  also  proved  the 
source  of  injustice  to  the  pupil  ;  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  teachers,  and  earnestly  to  repeat  the  recom* 
mendation,  that  the  knowledge  of  the  particular  temper  of  a  scholar  be  ob¬ 
tained  as  soon  after  his  joining  the  school  as  possible. 
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By  this  means  you  will  the  more  easily  perceive  how  a  bad  habit  is  to 
be  eradicated  or  removed,  and  a  perverse  temper  subdued. 

The  most  suitable  season  for  reproof,  can  in  such  a  case  be  the  better 
chosen  and  improved ;  and  that  moment  will  of  course  be  selected,  in  which 
the  greatest  good  is  likely  to  be  produced. 

Experience  will,  before  this  day,  have  convinced  many  of  you,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  during  the  paroxysm  of  obstinacy  and  heightened  contumacy, 
little  or  no  good  effect  will  attend  reproof,  however  guarded  and  affec¬ 
tionate  in  its  terms. 

The  mind  is  then  wholly  blind  and  the  heart  steeled  against  all  ad¬ 
vice  and  remonstrance.  But  when  the  pupil  has  become  calm  and  re¬ 
turned  to  his  duty,  the  very  sense  of  shame  which  he  endures  will  cause 
him,  with  flowing  tears,  to  listen  with  attention  to  your  expostulations  and 
remarks,  although  they  may  be  couched  in  severe  but  just  terms  of 
rebuke. 

5.  Permit  us  also  to  recommend  to  all  of  you,  gentlemen,  as  well  the 
superintendents  as  teachers,  that  you  observe  the  greatest  fiunctuality  in 
your  attendance  at  the  precise  time  for  opening  your  respective  schools. 
In  this  way,  your  respective  duties  being  well  arranged  and  pix)pcrly  un¬ 
derstood,  all  will  proceed  with  exactness,  harmony,  and  mutual  good  will. 

From  your  good  example  the  children  will  soon  leain  the  necessity  and 
virtue  (a  virtue  of  great  importance)  of  being  in  their  seats  at  the  appointed 
hour,  ready  to  receive  your  highly  valuable  instructions,  and  to  them  very 
interesting  inquiries.  T'his  course  will  also  produce  great  and  good  effect 
upon  their  general  conduct.  A  sound  principle,  thus  once  well  ingrafted 
in  early  years,  cannot  easily  btiy  rooted  out  or  forgotten,  and  the  necessity  of 
punctuality  which  has  been  so  early  impressed  at  a  ‘‘  Sunday  Schooly*  will 
thereafter  be  happily  applied  to  the  practical  duties  of  manhood. 

6.  We  trust,  gentlemen,  that  from  your  fair  standings,  and  character 
in  life,  either  as  members  in  fuil  communion,  or  regular  attendants  at  some 
one  of  tlie  many  distinguished  places  of  public  worship  in  this  favoured 
city,  it  is  needless  to  present  to  your  view,  the  propriety  of  a  regular  at¬ 
tendance  at  church,  at  least  once  on  every  Sunday.  This  is  so  important  a 
duty,  and  so  congenial  with  your  own  practice,  views,  and  feelings,  as  to  re¬ 
quire  no  observations  from  us.  The  subject  is  only  mentioned,  that  the  na¬ 
ture  and  obligations  of  public  worship  may  not  escape  attention. 

“  It  is  a  subject  which  you  will  have  frequent  occasion  to  mention  to, 
and  rivet  in  the  minds  of,  those  wdio  from  time  to  time  may  become  the 
happy  objects  of  your  charge. 

Their  conduct  and  behaviour,  while  in  a  place  of  public  worship, 
and  the  lessons  of  piety  and  sacred  truth,  which  on  every  returning  Sab¬ 
bath  they  shall  hear  explained  and  inculcated  from  the  sacred  desk,  will 
be  a  never  failing  theme  of  interesting  inquiry,  instruction,  and  advice. 
And  in  proportion  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  scholar,  will  be 
his  delight  in  the  house  of  God. 

“  And  while  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  is  made  my  duty,  at  the 
request  of  my  brethren,  the  officers  and  committee,  to  impart  their  ad¬ 
vice,  to  you,  gentlemen  superintendents,  to  wit,  “  T/iat  yoti  promote  the prac^ 
tice  of  singing  ;  and  if  possible  to  use  the  same  tunes  in  all  the  schools  ; 
and  that  youy  gentlemeny  settle  among  yourselves  •what  those  tunes 
shall  her 

‘‘  The  officers  and  committee  also  recommend  to  the  superintendents 
and  teachers  of  the  several  schools,  to  appoint  from  each  respective  school, 
a  delegation  of  two  members,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  delegates 
meet  at  least  once  in  every  month,  and  compare  with  each  other,  their 
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respective  modes  of  instruction,  and  thence  form  and  bring  forward  sueb 
plans  for  general  improvement  as  they  may  judge  necessary. 

Uniformity  in  the  system  of  teaching  is  highly  desirable. 

A  few  further  remarks  will  close  the  duties  of  this  day  ;  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  which  it  falls  to  my  acceptable  lot,  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and 
committee,  to  award  to  you,  gentlemen,  the  well  earned  meed  of  ju-aisc  ;  and 
in  their  name  thus  publicly  to  thank  you  for  your  having  cheerfully  and  gra¬ 
tuitously  engaged  in  the  noble,  very  interesting,  and  arduous  calling  of  in¬ 
structing  the  friendless  and  neglected  poor  of  our  city  ;  and  for  having 
hitherto  prosecuted  it  with  a  zeal,  industry,  and  intelligence  worthy  of  so 
good  a  cause ;  and  which  gives  to  us,  your  co-workers  in  the  same  glorious 
undertaking,  the  pleasing  earnests  of  the  most  heart-cheering  results. 

“  This  meeting  amply  rewards  our  first  exertions  in  forming  the  Union 
Society,  and  the  continual  increase  of  schools  will  soon  crown  our  most  ar¬ 
dent  expectations. 

“  Union  creates  strength.  Let  not  our  spirits  flag  or  our  hands  hang 
down  w^hile  much,  very  much,  remains  to  be  done.  But  let  us  unite  our 
utmost  exertions,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  dominion  of  vice  and  of 
igno.ance  in  our  city  will  be  greatly  checked. 

Happy  employment  is  yours— not  to  pronounce  the  shibboleth  of  a  parly, 
or  to  promote  the  influence  of  a  sect,  or  any  worldly  object :  But  yours  is 
the  enviable  and  elevating  task  to  train  up  young  immortals  for  stations  of 
usefulness  while  on  earth,  and  under  the  influence  of  divine  Grace,  for  scats 
of  glory  and  eternal  bliss  in  Heaven. 

Proceed  then,  gentlemen,  in  the  benevolent  work,  and  may  each  of  you, 
while  here  on  earth,  enjoy  the  pleasing  reflection  that  you  have  done  your 
duty  ;  and  hereafter,  ^  may  His  favour,  which  is  life,  and  His  loving-kindness, 

.  w  hich  is  better  than  life,’  be  your  portion  for  ever.  Peace  and  happiness  be 
’i’  within  your  dwellings,  and  prosperity  to  our  beloved  common  country.” 

The  Meeting  was  concluded  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mortimer. 

Published  by  order  of  the  board  of  officers  and  committee  of  the  Society. 

^  ELEAZAR  LORD,  Secretary. 


A  narrative  of  the  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ;  and  of  the  General  Associations  of 
Connecticut,  of  New-Hampshire,  of  Massachusetts  Proper,  and  of  the 
General  Convention  of  Vermont,  during  the  last  year. 

The  General  Asseinbly, 

IN  giving  to  the  ch\ifches  under  their  care  a  detailed  account  of  the  state 
and  prosperity  of  Zion,  find  themselves  affected  by  mingled  emotions,  in 
wdiich  joy  and  gratitude  have  the  ascendancy. 

A  view  of  the  operations  of  divine  grace  in  our  churches  during  the  past 
year,  clearly  demonstrates,  not  only  that  God  is  ever  mhidful  of  his  cove¬ 
nant  with  his  people,”  that  he  will  not  for  ever  hide  his  face  from  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  love,  but  also  that  ‘‘  the  time^  even  the  set  time  to  favour  many 
parts  of  the  American  Zion  has  now  come.^'  If,  when  receiving  a  particu¬ 
lar  account  of  God’s  dealings  with  his  people,  we  find,  in  some  instances,  that 
iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love  of  some  who  have  professed  to  serve  the 
Lord,  has  w’axed  cold  ;  that  stupidity,  lukewarmness,  deadness,  or  vice,  have 
paralyzed  the  arm  of  religious  exertion,  or  stopped  the  pulse  of  religious 
feeling,”  the  General  Assembly  feel  thankful  to  the  great  Head  of  the  church, 
that  they  are  soon  relieved  from  dwelling  on  these  dark  and  depressing  scenes . 
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A  brighter, and  more  animating  state  of  affairs  soon  rises  to  notice.  Instan¬ 
ces,  in  which  the  arm  of  the  Lord  has  been  signally  revealed*’  to  many 
who  had  been  long  sitting  in  the  darkness  of  spiritual  death,**  or  benumbed 
by  a  death-like  lethargy  and  indifference  to  spiritual  concerns,  gild  the  pros¬ 
pects,  inspire  with  hope,  encourage  and  animate  us  to  wait  for  the  divine 
blessing  in  the  way  of  God*s  appointment,  and  in  the  use  of  those  means 
which  he  has  designated. 

In  noticing  the  events  which  have  transpired  during  the  past  year,  the 
General  Assembly  cannot  but  regard  them  as  characteristic  of  a  new  and 
highly  interesting  era  of  the  church  of  Christ.  They  can  state,  from  infor¬ 
mation  received  from  different  sections  of  the  church,  that  infidelity  stalks 
abroad  with  a  less  confident  and  unblushing  aspect,  than  in  times  past ;  that 
‘‘  intemperance  and  profanity  have  become  less  frequent,  and  that  a  decent 
and  respectful  attention  is  generally  paid  to  the  external  duties  of  piety. 
True  it  is,  that  this  state  of  things  does  not  every  where  prevail.  In  some 
sections  of  the  church  the  people  of  God  are  mourning  and  in  tears,  because 
the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  is  not  hallowed,  and  because,  instead  of  remem¬ 
bering  to  keep  it  holy,’’  some  continue  to  do  their  own  pleasure,  and  attend 
to  secular  pursuits  on  this  holy  day !  Travelling  on  the  Lord*s  day  is  not 
uniformly  nor  carefully  avoided ;  and,  though  in  some  parts  of  our  land  this 
sin  is  reprobated  and  punished,  (and  the  General  Assembly  mention  this 
fact  in  the  language  of  commendation,  and  in  hopes  that  it  will  receive  no¬ 
tice  and  imitation,)  yet,  in  others,^  it  is  regarded  as  of  a  venial  character,  and 
committed  w  ith  but  little  compunction !  The  General  Assembly  advert  to  this, 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  sense  which  they  entertain  of  it,  as  a  fla¬ 
grant  violation  of  express  and  commanded  duty ;  as  calculated  to  provoke 
the  divine  indignation,  and  to  bring  down  the  heaviest  judgments ! 

It  is  with  pleasure,  however,  that  the  General  Assembly  can  report  the 
harmony,  the  union,  and  the  peace  of  the  church  ;  the  fidelity  of  its  minis¬ 
ters  ;  and  the  instances  of  exemplary  piety,  of  fervent  zeal,  and  of  generous 
and  devoted  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer,  which  are  presented 
to  their  notice.  The  Garden  of  God”  has  been  copiously  watered  with 
showers  of  divine  grace  : — many  trees  planted  in  it  have  attained  the  strength 
and  beauty  of  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,”  and  brought  forth  fruit  abundantly. 
Amongst  the  me  vxs  which  God  has  especially  blessed  to  the  conversion  of 
sinners,  and  to  the  edification  and  increase  of  his  chnvch^Catechetical  In» 
struciion^  Sunday  Schools^  and  Bible  Classes^  deserve  a  special  notice. 

In  most  congregations,  the  youthful  mind  has  been  directed  to  that  form 
of  sound  words”  contained  in  the  Catechisms  of  our  church,  and  thus  sup¬ 
plied  with  materials  to  comfort  and  protect  them  in  riper  years,  as  well  as 
to  guide  them  in  the  morning  of  life.  If  the  testimony  of  experience 
will  be  listened  to  on  this  head,  it  will  pronounce  loudly  in  favour  of  com¬ 
municating  instruction  by  means  of  Catechisms  ;  for  it  proclaims  that  God 
has  hitherto  greatly  blessed  this  mode  of  imparting  religious  knowledge. 

Sunday  Schools  also  occupy  a  prominent  situation  in  the  details  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  past  year.  In  several  portions  of  our  land  these  schools 
have  been  constituted  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  and  ignorant.  The 
moments  of  holy  domestic  leisure  which  occur  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  are  ap¬ 
propriated  to  this  laudable  undertaking.  Multitudes  of  the  ignorant  and 
tlie  young,  having  been  led  to  the  fountains  of  human  knowledge,  and  taught 
to  read  the  word  of  life,  have  been  conducted,  by  their  benevolent  instruc¬ 
tors,  to  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  to  seek  for  that  knowledge  by  which 
they  may  u  become  wise  unto  salvation.”  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  more 
than  five  thousand  children,  as  well  as  many  aged  persons,  are  instructed 
in  this  manner.  In  New-York,  the  youthful  pupils  exceed  four  thousand. 
And,  when  noticing  and  approving  this  laudable,  and  (in  our  country)  novel 
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mode  of  instructing  those  who  were  ready  to  perish,  and  had  none  to  help 
them,*’  it.  would  be  ungenerous  and  unjust  not  to  award  the  meed  of  ap¬ 
plause  where  it  has  been  so  richly  merited,  to  declare,  that  the  daughters 
of  Zion”  have  done  nobly  in  this  undertaking.  They  have  certainly  per¬ 
formed  a  conspicuous  and  important  part,  and  deserve  well  of  the  friends  of 
humanity  and  religion.  They  have  thus  been  the  honoured  instruments  of 
<<  flinching  many  of  our  race,  as  brands  out  of  the  everlasting  burning,”  and 
rendering  them  useful  and  ornamental  members  of  civil  society,  and  blessings 
to  the  church  of  God  !  May  the  prayers  of  the  widow,  and  the  blessings  of 
the  fatherless,  attend  and  stimulate  them  to  farther  exertions ! 

Bible  Classes*^  have  been  formed  in  different  sections  of  the  church ; 
and  the  object  of  their  formation  has  been  to  render  the  young  and  ignorant 
familiar  with  the  volume  of  Holy  Writ :  and  so  great  has  been  the  aptitude 
which  has  been  manifested,  that  some  of  the  children  have  been  able  to  re¬ 
peat  to  their  instructors,  at  a  single  recitation.^  several  hundred  verses  of  the 
sacred  volume. 

Bible  and  Tract  Societies  have  greatly  multiplied  in  our  country  during 
the  last  year.  From  Georgia  to  Maine,  endeavours  have  been  made  to  con* 
vey  the  Word  of  Life,  the  consolations  and  support  of  the  gospel,  to  the  re¬ 
motest  cottage  on  our  borders.  They  who  have  been  long  sitting  in  the 
darkness  of  the  shadow  of  death — without  the  light  of  revelation — ignorant 
of  what  the  gospel  of  Christ  has  done,  and  what  it  can  do,  are  no  longer  in 
this  distressing  situation  !  The  lamp  of  revelation  now  shines  in  many  a 
hitherto  gloomy  mansion,  and  illuminates,  and  directs,  and  cheers  many  a 
hitherto  darkened  soul !  In  the  distribution  of  religious  Tracts^  (in  which 

reality  and  fiower  of  Godliness  have  appeared,  as  manifested  in  the  lives 
and  death  of  eminent  Christians)  a  divine  blessing  has  been  evident,  and 
encouragement  communicated  not  to  become  weary  in  this  species  of  well 
doing  y 

The  General  Assembly  record  with  gratification  and  heartfelt  pleasure, 
the  information  they  have  received  of  the  formation  of  an  ‘‘  American  Bible 
Society  a  few  days  since,  in  the  city  of  New-York  ;  and  from  the  unani¬ 
mity  manifested  by  all  denominations  of  Christians  on  that  occasion,  the  fer¬ 
vor  of  zeal  displayed,  and  eagerness  manifested  by  the  numerous  and  highly 
respectable  delegation,  which  attended  to  combine  their  exertions  in  promo¬ 
ting  the  best  interests  of  their  fellow  men,  by  furnishing  them  with  the 
word  of  life — they  cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  the  ‘‘  work  of  God,”  that  it 
will  stand,  and  prove  a  rich  blessing  to  those  who  may  enjoy  the  fruits  of  its 
exertions. 

Of  the  benefits  resulting  from  moral  societies,  the  assembly  are  fully  sen¬ 
sible,  and  willingly  testify  their  approbation  of  the  object  to  effect  which 
their  exertions  are  directed ;  and  when  it  is  stated  that  these  societies  have 
been  instrumental,  with  the  divine  blessing,  in  repressing  and  discountenan¬ 
cing  profanity,  intemperance,  sabbath -breaking,  and  other  notorious  vices, 
farther  inducements  need  not  be  mentioned  to  those  who  study  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  church,  and  good  order  of  society,  to  impel  them  to 
promote  their  formation,  and  to  effect  their  object. 

Missionary  exertions^  during  the  last  year,  have  been  numerous  and  effi¬ 
cacious.  The  hearts  of  many  have  been  opened  to  devise  liberal  things 
in  behalf  of  those  who  are  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.”  In  addition  to 
the  missionary  societies  existing  at  the  time  of  our  last  report,  several  new 
societies  have  been  formed,  and  new  labourers  sent  into  the  whitened 
Jieldsf*  The  reports  received  on  this  subject  are  of  an  encouraging  com¬ 
plexion,  and  calculated  to  excite  to  more  vigorous  exertions  in  the  gospel 
vineyard. 

By  the  last  General  Assembly,  it  was  recommended  to  the  churches  to 
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join  in  monthly  concerts  of  firayer^'  to  unite  in  earnest  supplication  for 
the  speedy  coining  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer,  and  for  the  extension 
of  the  triumphs  of  the  gospel  of  Clirist.  This  recommendation  has  met 
with  a  very  general  attention.  Christians  of  other  denominations  than  our 
own,  have  cordially  united  with  us  in  this  interesting  service.  God  has  been 
entreated  of  by  his  people  ; — he  has  heard  their  prayers ; — he  has  answered 
their  petitions,  and  blessed  their  souls. 

Several  conversions  to  God,  in  individual  cases,  and  several  revivals  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  societies,  may  be  traced  to  these  seasons  of  social  prayer.  In  many 
places,  devout  and  pious  females”  have  formed  themselves  into  praying 
societies,  and  obtained  in  the  discharge  of  duty— 'Comfort  to  themselves,  and 
light  and  direction  for  others. 

The  stat^  of  the  church  during  the  past  year ;  its  growth  and  prosperity; 
the  zeal  and  diligence  of  its  members  ;  the  outpourings  of  the  Spirit  of  God; 
tlie  conviction  and  conversion  of  multitudes  who  had  hitherto  been  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins the  language  of  praise  which  has  burst  from  the 
mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings;”  these  have  been  of  a  character  calculated 
to  excite  the  strains  of  holy  gratitude',  and  to  cause  us  to  exclaim,  ‘‘  These 
are  the  Lord’s  doings,  and  wondrous  in  our  eyes!” 

In  passing  from  south  to  north,  the  General  Assembly  find  in  most  places 
a  decent  and  respectful  attention  to  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  ;  and  in 
some^  a  special  work,  and  extraordinary  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  the  city  of  Philadel/ihia^  a  very  animating  revival  commenced  in  Janu¬ 
ary  last.  A  deep,  silent,  and  awful  work — attended  by  pungent  convic¬ 
tions  of  sinfulness  and  misery,  continued  for  some  length  of  time.— The 
good  work  still  progresses ! 

Within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  New-Brunswick,  the  General 
Assembly  have  found  much  to  gladden  the  heart.  Trenton  and  Bound- 
Brook  have  been  visited  with  times  of  refreshing  from  the  Divine  Pre¬ 
sence.  In  Baskenridge^  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  has  been  poured  out  in 
copious  effusions.  The  good  work,  which  commenced  in  the  Academy^ 
was  soon  extended  to  the  church  generally.  A  goodly  number  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  that  institution,  as  well  as  many  others,  have  joined  themselves  to 
t  he  Lord. 

In  Morristown^  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Jersey,  a  work  of 
grace  commenced  in  August  last,  which  has  been  slow  and  gradual  in  its 
progress,  and  deep  and  solemn  in  its  effect.  It  yet  conlinues,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  subjects  is  very  considerable. 

From  the  Presbytery  of  Xew-York  information  has  been  received  of  a 
highly  gratifying  character.  In  the  brick  church  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
God  has  been  pleased  to  pour  out  his  spirit,  and  to  produce  a  very  general 
inquiry — What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ?”  This  attention  to  eternal  con¬ 
cerns  commenced  towards  the  close  of  the  last  year,  and  has  rapidly  and 
steadily  increased  from  that  time  to  the  present.  The  subjects  of  this  work 
are  almost  exclusively  yowM— the  majority  females— but  an  unusual  pro¬ 
portion  of  males. 

Accounts  of  a  similar  character  have  been  received  from  the  Presbyteiy 
of  Hudson.  In  the  congregation  of  Goslien^  the  revival,  before  existing,  has 
greatly  increased.  In  the  congregations  of  Scotchtown,  Westown,  Florida, 
and  Amity,  the  marks  of  divine  footsteps  have  been  very  visible.  Numbers 
have  been  brought  to  bow  to  the  sceptre  of  king  Jesus,  and  to  embrace  the 
humbling  doctrines  of  the  cross. 

In  the  city  of  Albany a  divine  influence  has  been  exerted,  and  the  houses 
of  the  living  God  thronged  with  earnest  and  devout  worshippers  !  Such  also 
has  been  the  case  at  CatskilK 

The  city  of  Troy,  (within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Columbia)  has 
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also  been  abundantly  watered  by  refreshing  showers  of  heavenly  grace,  and 
numbers  have  been  added  to  the  flock  of  Christ.  The  hearts  of  the  min¬ 
isters  of  the  gospel  have  been  filled  with  joy,  and  their  hands  with  em¬ 
ployment. 

As  it  would  swell  the  details  of  this  report  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds, 
to  give  even  a  concise  narrative  of  all  the  revivals  of  religion  which  have  ta¬ 
ken  place,  within  the  past  year,  in  the  churches  under  their  care— the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly  regret  they  can  only  mention  the  names  of  other  Presbyteries, 
within  the  bounds  of  which,  the  spirit  of  God  has  been  poured  out  in  a  re¬ 
markable  manner— of  this  number  are  the  Presbyteries  of  Winchester,  Long 
Island,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Champlain,  Geneva,  and  Cayuga. 

Whilst  detailing  the  particular  growth  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  the 
General  Assembly  rejoice  to  find  a  missionary  spirit  arising  in  the  breasts 
of  the  young  men  who  are  attached  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Prince¬ 
ton;  and  they  cherish  a  rational  hope,  that  this  seminary  will  prove  ‘‘a 
school  of  prophets” — who  shall  proclaim  Christ  the  way  of  salvation  to  pe¬ 
rishing  sinners,  and  consolation  to  the  weary,  waiting  soul. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  Assembly  have  to  state,  from  infor¬ 
mation  communicated  to  this  body,  the  existence  of  a  seminary  for  the  in¬ 
struction  of  theological  students,  established  at  Hampden  Sydney,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  synod  of  Virginia,  which  it  is  hoped  will  in  due  season 
furnish  able  and  faithful  labourers  in  the  vineyard  of  our  common  Lord. 

Several  of  the  Colleges  of  our  land  have  been  gi'aciously  visited,  and  the 
salt  of  grace  cast  into  these  fountains,  from  which  streams  may  flow  to 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God.”  The  moral  habits  of  the  youth  in  Union 
College  are  very  encouraging.  Two  societies  meet  every  week  for  social 
nvorshifiy^  besides  occasional  meetings  for  prayer.  Several  instances  of  hope¬ 
ful  conversion  have  occurred  in  this  seminary  during  the  last  year. 

From  Massachusetts  Proper,  we  learn  that  the  concert  of  prayer;  the 
diffusion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  religious  tracts ;  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel  among  the  destitute  in  our  own  country,  and  in  Pagan  climes ; 
and  the  suppression  of  immoral  practices ;  are  objects  which  are  cherished 
with  great  fervour  and  success !  And  we  would  record  with  joy  and  grati¬ 
tude,  the  numerous  and  animating  revivals  of  religion,  which  have  blessed 
.many  of  the  congregations  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Hampden,  and 
Berkshire,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  and  which  have  introduced  hun¬ 
dreds  into  the  bosom  of  the  Christian  church.  The  Theological  Institution 
at  Andover^  is  stated  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  and  a  society  has  been 
lately  formed  in  this  state,  w  hich  promises  to  afford  efficient  aid  to  pious 
and  indigent  young  men,  whose  hearts  God  has  inclined  to  the  gospel 
ministry. 

The  General  Assem1)ly  learn  with  pleasure  from  the  delegation  from  the 
General  Association  of  Connecticut,  that  attention  to  religion  in  that  quarter 
exceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  which  has  ever  before  been  witnessed.  About 
one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  towms  in  that  state  have  been  visited 
in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  multitudes  have  become  the  subjects  of  a 
lively  hope.  There,  also.  Missionary,  Bible,  Tract,  Moral,  and  Praying  So¬ 
cieties,  arc  numerous  and  flourishing. 

In  Vermont,  ‘‘  God  has  not  forgotten  to  be  gracious  to  his  church.”  In 
the  course  of  the  past  year,  revivals  of  religion  have  occurred  in  a  number 
of  towns  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountain,  and  also  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state,  particularly  in  the  towns  bordering  on  the  lake. 

New-Hampshire  has  also  been  blest  with  revivals.  In  several  towns,  a 
special  work  of  grace  has  been  begun,  and  continues  to  progress.  Concerts 
tor  prayer  have  been  attended,  and  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  careless  sim 
ners,  and  to  the  comfort  and  edification  of  God’s  own  people ! 
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On  a  review  of  the  whole,  we  have'reason  for  adoring  gratitude  and  deep 
humility :  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name,  O  God  !  shall  this 

glorious  and  gracious  work  be  ascribed  !”  Many  whose  heads  are  whitened 
with  age,  who  have  long  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  in  the  gospel 
vineyard,  declare  that  never  have  such  exhilarating  reports  of  the  prosperity 
of  Zion  sounded  in  their  ears,  nor  such  bright  prospects  met  their  eyes. 

Blessed  then  are  your  eyes,  for  what  they  see,  and  your  ears,  for  what  they 
hear.’’ 

Let  all  be  encouraged  to  diligence,  to  watchfulness,  and  prayer,  to  wait 
upon  God  in  the  use  of  his  appointed  means,  and  to  pray  for  the  special  out-  ^ 
pouring  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Brethren,  the  promise  is  sure  ;  wait  for  it;  it 
will  come  ;  it  will  not  tarry  ! 


American  Bible  Societf/.^^ 


'rhe  convention  which  lately  met  in  the  city  of  New-York,  resolved  that  it  wits  expedient 
to  establish  a  national  Bible  Society,  reported  a  constitution  for  the  government  of 
the  same,  appointed  a  board  of  managers,  and,  on  adjourning,  published  the  following 
memorial,  in  recommendation  of  the  American  Bible  Society.” 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

• 

Every  person  of  observation  has  remarked  tliat  the  times  arc  pregnant  with  great 
events.  The  political  world  has  undergone  changes  stupendous,  unexpected,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  to  inspire  th  .uglitful  men  with  tlie  most  boding  anticipations. 

That  there  are,  in  reserve,  occurrences  of  deep,  of  lasting,  and  of  general  interest,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  common  sentiment.  Such  a  sentiment  has  not  been  excited  without  a 
cause,  and  does  not  exist  without  an  object.  The  cause  is  to  be  sought  in  that  Provi¬ 
dence  which  adapts,  with  w'onderful  exactittide,  means  to  ends ;  and  the  object  is  too 
plain  to  be  mistaken  by  those  who  carry  a  sense  of  religion  into  their  speculations  upon 
the  present  and  tiie  future  condition  of  our  afflicted  race. 

An  excitement,  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  powerful,  has  roused  the  nations  to  the  impor. 
tance  of  spreading  the  knowledge  of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  as  revealed  in  his  Son, 
the  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  Christ  Jesus.  This  excitement  is  the  more  worthy 
of  notice,  as  it  has  followed  a  period  of  philo&ophy,  falsely  so  called,  ami  has  gone  in  the 
track  of  those  very  schemes  which,  under  the  imposing  nanK*s  of  reason  and  liberality, 
w^ere  attempting  to  seduce  mankind  from  all  which  can  bless  the  life  that  is,  or  shed  a 
cheering  radiance  on  the  life  that  is  to  come. 

We  hail  the  re-action,  as  auspicious  to  w^hatever  is  exquisite  in  human  enjoyment,  or 
precious  to  human  hope  We  would  fly  to  the  aid  of  all  that  is  holy,  against  all  that  is 
profane  ;  of  the  purest  interest  of  the  community,  the  family,  and  the  individual,  against 
the  conspiracy  of  darkness,  disaster,  and  death — to  help  on  the  mighty  work  of  Ciiristian 
charity — to  claim  our  place  in  the  age  of  Bll)les. 

We  have,  indeed,  the  secondary  praise,  but  still  the  praise,  of  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  those  wiio  have  set  an  example  w  ithout  a  parallel — an  example  of  the  most  unbounded 
benevolence  and  beneficence :  and  it  cannot  be  to  us  a  source  of  any  pain,  that  it  has  been 
set  bv  those  who  are  of  one  blood  with  the  most  of  ourselves  ;  and  has  been  embodied  in 
a  form  so  :-)ble  and  so  Catholick,  as  “  Ihe  British  and  Foreign  Uible  Society ^ 

The  impulse  which  that  institution,  ten  thousand  times  more  glorious  than  all  the  ex¬ 
ploits  of  tlie  sword,  has  given  to  the  conscience  of  Europe,  and  to  the  slumbering  hope 
of  millions  in  tiie  region  and  shadow  of  death,  demonstrates  to  Christians  of  every  coun¬ 
try  what  they  cannot  do  by  insulated  zeal ;  and  w’hat  they  can  do  by  co-operation. 

In  the  United  States  we  want  nothing  but  concert  to  perform  achievements  astonish¬ 
ing  to  ourselves,  disnming  to  the  adversaries  of  truth  and  piety,  and  most  encouraging 
to  every  evangelical  effort  on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 

No  spectacle  can  be  so  illustrious  in  itself,  so  touching  to  man,  or  so  grateful  to  God, 
as  a  nation  pouring  forth  its  devotion,  its  talent,  and  its  treasures,  for  that  kingdom  of 
the  Saviour  which  is  righteousness  and  peace. 

If  there  be  a  single  measure  which  can  overrule  objection,  sulxluc  opposition,  and  com¬ 
mand  exertion,  this  is  the  measure.  That  all  our  voices,  all  our  affections,  all  our  hands, 
should  he  joined  in  the  grand  design  of  promoting  “  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
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man”— that  they  snouia  resist  tne  auvance  oi  miserj' — snouia  carry  tne  light  ot  instruc¬ 
tion  into  the  dominions  of  ignorance ;  and  the  balm  of  joy  to  the  soul  of  anguish ;  and  all 
this  by  diffusing  the  oracles  of  God — addi*esses  to  the  understanding  an  argument  which 
cannot  be  encountered ;  and  to  the  lieart  an  appeal  which  its  holiest  emotions  rise  up  to 
second. 

Under  such  impressions,  and  with  such  views,  fathers,  brethren,  fellow-citizens,  the 
American  Bible  Society  has  been  formed.  Local  feelings,  party  prejudices,  sectarian 
jealousies,  are  excluded  by  its  very  nature.  Its  members  are  leagued  in  that,  and  in  that 
alone,  which  calls  up  every  hallowed,  and  puts  down  every  unhallowed  principle — the 
dissemination  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  received  versions  where  they  exist,  and  in  the  most 
faithful  where  they  may  be  required.  In  such  a  work,  whatever  is  dignified,  kind,  vene- 
Table,  true,  has  ample  scope  :  while  sectarian  littleness  and  rivalries  can  find  no  avenue 
of  admission. 

The  only  question  is,  whether  an  object  of  such  undisputed  magnitude  can  be  best 
attained  by  a  national  society,  or  by  independent  associations  in  friendly  understanding 
and  correspondence. 

Wit!*  mt  entering  into  the  details  of  this  Inquiry,  we  may  be  permitted  to  state,  in  a 
few  words,  our  reasons  of  preference  to  a  national  society  supported  by  local  societies 
and  by  individuals  throughout  our  country. 

Concentrated  action  is  pow'erful  action.  The  same  pow'ers,  when  applied  by  a  common 
direction,  will  produce  results  impossible  to  their  divided  and  partial  exercise.  A  na¬ 
tional  object  unites  national  feeling  and  concurrence.  Unity  of  a  great  system  combines 
energy  of  effect  with  economy  of  means.  Accumulated  intelligence  interests  and  ani¬ 
mates  the  public  mind.  And  the  Catholic  efforts  of  a  country,  thus  harmonized,  give  her 
a  place  in  tlie  moral  convention  of  the  world  ;  and  enable  her  to  act  directly  upon  the 
universal  plans  of  Iiappiness  which  are  now  pervading  the  nations. 

It  is  true,  that  the  prodigious  territory  of  the  United  States — the  increase  of  their 
population,  which  is  gaming  every  day  upon  their  moral  cultivation — and  the  dreadful 
consequences  which  will  ensue  from  a  people’s  outgrow  ing  the  knowledge  of  eternal  life ; 
and  reverting  to  a  species  of  heathenism,  which  shall  have  all  the  address  and  profligacy 
of  civilized  society,  without  any  religious  control,  present  a  sphere  of  action  which  may 
for  a  long  time  employ  ^nd  engross  the  cares  of  tins  Society,  and  of  all  the  local  Bible 
Societies  of  the  land. 

In  the  distinct  anticipation  of  such  an  urgency,  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Ameri* 
con  Bible  Society^  is,  not  merely  to  provide  a  sufficiency  of  well  printed  and  accurate 
editions  of  the  Scriptures ;  but  also  to  furnisli  great  districts  of  the  American  continent 
with  well  executed  stereotype  plates,  for  their  cheap*and  extensive  diffusion  throughout 
regions  which  are  now  scantily  supplied,  at  a  discouraging  expense  ;  and,  which,  never¬ 
theless,  open  a  wide  and  prepared  field  for  the  reception  of  revealed  truth. 

Yet,  let  it  not  be  supposed,  that  geographical  or  political  limits  are  to  be  the  limits  of 
the  American  Bible  Society.  That  designation  is  meant  to  indicate,  not  the  restriction 
of  their  labour,  but  the  source  of  its  emanation.  They  will  embrace,  with  thankfulness 
and  pleasure,  every  opportunity  of  raying  out,  by  means  of  the  Bible,  according  to  their 
ability,  the  light  of  life  and  immortality,  to  such  parts  of  the  world  as  are  destitute  of 
the  blessing,  and  are  within  their  reach.  In  this  high  vocation,  their  ambition  is  to  be 
fellow-workers  with  them  who  are  fellow-workers  w’lth  God. 

People  of  the  United  States, 

Have  you  ever  been  invited  to  an  enterprise  of  such  grandeur  and  glcry  ?  Do  you  not 
value  the  Holy  Scriptures  ?  Value  them  as  containing  your  sweetest  hope ;  your  most 
thrilling  joy  I  Can  you  submit  to  the  thought  thaty^w  should  be  torpid  in  your  endeavours 
to  disperse  them,  while  the  rest  of  Christendom  is  awake  and  alert  I  Shall  you  hang  back, 
in  heartless  indifference,  when  Princes  come  down  from  their  thrones,  to  bless  the  cot¬ 
tage  of  the  poor  with  the  gospel  of  peace ;  and  Imperial  Sovereigns  are  gathering  their 
fairest  honours  from  spreading  abroad  the  oracles  of  the  Lord  your  God  ?  Is  it  possible 
that  you  should  not  see,  in  this  state  of  human  things,  a  mighty  motion  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  ?  The  most  heavenly  charity  treads  close  upon  the  march  of  conflict  and  blocxl ! 
The  world  is  at  peace  !  Scarce  has  the  soldier  time  to  unbind  his  helmet,  and  to  wipe 
aw^ay  the  sweat  from  his  brow,  ere  the  voice  of  mercy  succeeds  to  the  clarion  of  battle, 
and  calls  the  nations  from  enmity  to  love  !  Crow  ned  heads  bow  to  the  head  wiiich  is  to 
wear  “  many  crowns  and,  for  tne  first  time  since  the  promulgation  of  Christianity,  ap¬ 
pear  to  act  in  unison  for  the  recognition  of  its  gracious  principles,  as  being  fraught  alike 
with  happiness  to  man  and  honour  to  God. 

What  has  created  so  strange,  so  beneficent  an  alteration  ^  This  is  no  doubt  the  doing 
of  the  liord,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.  But  what  instrument  has  he  thought  fit 
chiefly  to  use  ?  That  which  contributes,  in  all  latitudes  and  climes,  to  make  Christians 
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feel  tiieir  unity,  to  rebuk®  the  spirit  of  strife,  and  to  open  upon  them  tlie  day  of  brotherly 
concord— the  Bible !  the  Bible ! — throug*h  Bible  Societies  ! 

Come  then,  fellow-citizens,  fellow-Christians,  let  us  join  in  the  sacred  covenant.  Let 
no  heart  be  cold  ;  no  hand  be  idle ;  no  purse  reluctant !  Come,  while  rtx)m  is  left  for  us 
in  the  ranks  whose  toil  is  gx)odness,  and  whose  i*ecompense  is  victory.  Come  cheerfidly, 
eagerly,  generally.  Be  it  impressed  on  your  souls,  that  a  contribution,  saved  from  even 
a  cheap  indulgence,  may  send  a  Bible  to  a  desolate  family ;  may  become  a  radiatory  point 
of  grace  and  truth”  to  a  neighbourhood  of  error  and  vice ;  and  that  a  number  of  such 
contributions,  made  at  really  no  expense,  may  illumine  a  large  tract  of  country,  and  suc¬ 
cessive  generations  of  immortals,  in  tliat  celestial  knowledge,  which  shall  secure  their 
present  and  their  future  felicity. 

But  whatever  be  the  proportion  between  expectation  and  experience,  thus  much  is  cer¬ 
tain  :  We  shall  satisfy  our  conviction  of  duty — wc  shall  have  the  praise  of  high  cndeavoui*s 
for  the  highest  ends — we  shall  minister  to  the  blessedness  of  thousands,  and  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands,  of  whom  we  may  never  see  the  faces,  nor  hear  the  nances.  We  shall  set  forward 
a  system  of  happiness  which  will  go  on  with  accelerated  motion  and  aiigmenleil  vigour, 
after  we  shall  have  finished  our  career ;  and  confer  upon  our  children,  and  our  children’s 
children,  the  delight  of  seeing  the  wilderness  turned  into  a  fruitful  field,  by  the  blessing 
of  God  upon  that  seed  which  their  fathers  sowed,  and  themselves  watered.  In  fine,  we 
shall  do  our  part  toward  that  expansion  and  intensity  of  light  divine,  which  shall  visit,  in 
its  progress,  the  palaces  of  the  great,  and  the  hamlets  of  the  small,  until  the  whole 
“  earth  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah,  as  the  w  aters  cover  the  sea  !” 


Francis  Xavier. 


AN  anonymous  correspQji^ent  lately  communicated  a  translation  of  the  la- 
tin  poem  by  the  apostolick  Jesuit,  Francis  Xavier,  published  in  the  4th 
number  of  the  Evangelical  Repository.  The  communication  was  made 
in  terms  so  respectful  to  me,  personally,  and  so  complimentary  to  my 
Miscellany,  that  I  feel  somewhat  obligated,  in  return  of  so  much  civility, 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  my  correspondent,  by  inserting  his  transla¬ 
tion.  But  he  will  excuse  me  for  following  it  with  a  few  remarks. 


Communicated  by  E.  M.  B. 


Oh  God  !  my  soul  delights  to  love  thee  ;  it  is  thyself,  and  not  thy  sal¬ 
vation  I  supremely  love.  To  escape  eternal  wo  is  not  the  motive  of  my 
love.  Thou,  thou,  my  Jesus  !  embraced  me  wholly  in  the  arms  of  love,  on 
the  cross.  Thou  didst  sustain  the  nails  of  crucifixion,  the  j)iercing  spear, 
the  depths  of  disgrace,  innumerable  sorrows,  sweats,  pangs,  and  death  it¬ 
self  ;  and  all  for  me,  for  me  a  sinner.  Why,  then,  should  I  not  love  thee  ? 
Oh  Jesus,  overflowing  with  love  !  Not  from  the  servile  motives  of  salva¬ 
tion  in  heaven,  nor  from  the  servile  fear  of  hell,  nor  from  any  hope  of  re¬ 
ward  (do  I  love  thee  ;)  but  as  thou  hast  freely  loved  me,  so  from  disin¬ 
terested  motives  I  no%v  love  and  will  for  ever  love  thee  ;  because  thou  alone 
art  my  king,  and  thou  alone  art  my  God.’^  . 


W ell,  I  have  now  gratified  a  respectful  and  polite  correspondent.  I  have, 
as  he  desired,  inserted  his  translation  ;  but  to  the  translation  itself,  I  have 
two  capital  objections.  It  is  not  philological,  nor  is  it  impartial.  It  is  not 
sufficiently  literal  to  be  a  tolerable  semblance  of  the  original;  it  has  a 
palpable  bias  of  sentiment,  which  the  original  docs  not  support,  I  say^ 
it  is  not  philological ;  because  it  may  or  may  not,  at  the  option  of  the  read¬ 
er,  represent  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  author.  It  is  clear,  from  the 
original,  that  Xavier  was  not,  what  is  modernly  denominated,  a  Hopkin- 
sian ;  but  it  is  very  clear,  from  the  translation,  that  my  correspondent  is  a 
Hopkinsian.  It  is  not  impartial ;  because  the  version  does  not  leave  the 
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reader  to  determine  for  himself,  whether  the  evangelical  Xavier  was  or  was 
not  a  Hopkinsian. 

I  shall  subjoin  a  literal  and  impartial  translation,  by  myself — such  a  one 
as  I  would  give  to  a  mere  tyro,  who  should  ask  me  to  assist  him  in  con¬ 
struing  his  lesson — such  a  one  as  I  would  give  had  I  never  heard  of  Dr. 
Hopkins,  or  any  of  his  notions  ;  for  he  was  a  yankee — such  a  one  as  I  should 
give,  taking  the  grammar  and  dictionary,  instead  of  some  old  or  new  fan- 

gled  religious  creed,  for  my  standard  and  directory. 

« 

TRANSLATION. 

Oh  God  !  I  love  thee  ;  nor  do  I  love  thee,  that  thou  mayest  save  me  ;  or 
because  thou  wilt  punish  with  eternal  fire  those  not  loving  thee.  Thou, 
thou,  oh  my  Jesus !  embracedst*  me  wholly  in  thine  arms,  while  on  the 
cross.  Thou  enduredst  the  nails,  the  spear,  and  much  ignominy  ;  countless 
sorrows,  sweats,  agonies,  and  likewise  death;  and  these  on  my  account,  and 
for  me  a  sinner.  Why,  therefore,  should  I  not  love  thee  ?  oh  most  affec- 
tionatet  Jesus  !  Not  that  thou  mayest  save  me  in  heaven,  or  that  thou  may¬ 
est  not  eternally  damn  me,  nor  for  any  hope  of  reward :  but,  as  thou  hast 
loved  me,  so  I  love  and  will  love  thee ;  because  thou  art  alone  my  king,  and 
because  thou  art  alone  my  God.” 

.  The  original  is  not  so  much  a  key  to  any  sectarian  system  of  divinity,  as  it 
is  the  transcript  of  a  graceful  soul,  contemplating  God  the  Redeemer,  and 
his  stupendous  and  benevolent  sacrifice  on  the  cross,  for  the  benefit  of  fallen 
sinful  man.  A  truly  pious  man  often  indulges  like  glowing  and  gracious 
reveries.  Nor  is  gratitude  to  the  Saviour,  for  his  mighty  labour-of  love, 
excluded  from  this  sublime  and  exemplary  effusion  of  a  renewed  heart. 
For,  if  that  were  excepted,  unmindfulness  of  all  that  hesuffered  through  won¬ 
drous  grace  for  rebel  sinners,  would  necessarily  be  implied.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  Xavier,  in  his  ecstatick  rhapsody,  did  forget  that  Jesus  bore 
the  nails^  the  sfiear^  and  much  ignominy  ;  countless  sorrows^  sweats,^  ag¬ 
onies^  and  likewise  death^^  for  him  a  sinner.  Therefore,  he,  in  the  moment 
of  declaring  his  love  for  Jesus,  because  he  embraced  him  on  the  cross,  loved 
him,  was  his  king  and  God,  he,  I  say,  while  almost  absorbed  in  reverential 
and  dutiful  adoration,  was  also  grateful.  Why  was  he  grateful  ?  Because, 
that  Jesus  devoted  himself  a  sacrifice  for  such  a  worm  as  he. 

It  appears  to  'me  that  no  Christian  can  devoutly  contemplate  God  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  sinners,  and,  at  the  same  time,  exclude  from  his  imagination  and 
devotion  the  great  and  gracious  atonement  that  he  consummated  on  the  cross. 
Without  the  recollection  of  that  unparalleled  event,  the  view  of  his  character 
and  attributes  must  be  partial — with  the  recollection,  the  heart  spontane¬ 
ously  swells  with  gratitude.  Then  how  can  one  swallowed  up  in  an  abyss 
of  grateful  emotions,  feel  disinterested  in  the  offices  and  acts  that  prompt 
his  humble  and  inadequate  acknowledgments  ?  I  must  study  a  new  system 
of  logic,  and  another  system  of  ontology  before  1  can  perceive  and  conclude 
that  one  may  be  gratefully  impressed,  and  yet  feel  no  interest  in  that  which 
has  excited  his  gratitude.  Xavier,  whose  piety  and  devotions  were  of  the 
most  splendid  and  unequivocal  character,  directly  asserts  the  considerations 
for  his  love  of  Jesus; — 1st.  Jesus  loved  him — 2d.  Jesus  is  his  king — 3d.  Je¬ 
sus  is  his  God — 4th.  Jesus  suffered  and  died  on  his  account,  and  for  him  a 
sinner.  Such  w  ere  the  motives  of  his  love.  Were  they  disinterested  ? 

_ ‘ _  4  , 

*  “  Am  PLEXUS  Es” — This  phrase  may  be  variously  rendered,  and  the  sense  will  still 
be  preserved ;  as,  embraced  me,  embraced  me  with  thine  artnSf  infolded  me,  sustained 
me,  personated  me,  I'epreeented  me,  absorbed  me,  Uc. 

f  “  Amantissime”— 


